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truly was that they could put up a successful fight, on the
whole non-violent, against the British Government. Congress-
men have had no training in the use of non-violence in
other fields. Thus, for example, they had not yet discovered
a sure method of dealing successfully in a non-violent
manner with communal riots or goondaism. The argument
is final inasmuch as it is based on actual experience. I
would not serve the cause of non-violence, if I deserted my
best co-workers because they could not follow me in an
extended application of non-violence. I therefore remain
with them in the faith that their departure from the non-
violent method will be confined to the narrowest field and
will be temporary.

4. I have no ready-made concrete plan. For me too
this is a new field. Only I have no choice as to the means.
It must always be purely non-violent, whether I am closeted
with the members of the Working Committee or with the
Viceroy. Therefore what I am doing is itself a part of the
concrete plan. More will be revealed to me from day to day,
as all my plans always have been. The famous non-co-
operation resolution came to me within less than 24 hours
of the meeting of the A.I.C.G. at which it was moved in
Calcutta in 1920; and so did practically the Dandi March.
The foundation of the first civil resistance under the then
known name of passive resistance was laid by accident
at a meeting of Indians in Johannesburg in 1906 convened
for the purpose of finding the means of combating the
anti-Asiatic measure of those days. I had gone to the meeting
with no pre-conceived resolution. It was born at the meet-
ing. The creation is still expanding. But assuming that
God had endowed me with fell powers (which He never
does), I would at once ask the English to lay down arms,
free all their vassals, take pride in being called "little
Englanders", and defy all the totalitarians of the world
to do their worst. Englishmen will then die unresistingly
and go down to history as heroes of non-violence* I would
further invite Indians to co-operate with Englishmen in
this godly martyrdom. It will be an indissoluble partnership
drawn up in letters of the blood of their own bodies, not
of their so-called enemies. But I have no such general